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Nearly Lear

Everyone interested in the theatre and drama should have been at the Aberdeen Arts Centre 
last night, there should have been queues up and down King Street. Such is the mighty 
theatrical force that is Susanna Hamnett and her one-woman version of Shakespeare’s King 
Lear – Nearly Lear.

Hamnett is a seriously gifted English actress based in Toronto. Skilled in Shakespeare, clown, 
vaudeville and storytelling Hamnett created Nearly Lear in 2008 and it’s been winning 
audiences across Canada and America ever since.

Retold through the eyes of court jester, Noreen played with razor-sharp hypertension by 
Hamnett the tale unfolds at gunfire velocity with more wit, mischief and sheer playfulness 
than you can legally pack into 80 minutes of live theatre.

Every character is vividly etched and Hamnett plays them all with dazzling verve. The simple 
set, designed by Lindsay Anne Black, consists of three mobile curtains through which and 
around Hamnett moves assisted by sound effects and a lively soundtrack.

A film featuring Hamnett’s husband and daughter playing King Lear and a young Cordelia 
acts as a moving coda. There was a lot of young people in last night’s audience and Hamnett 
connected with them immediately bringing Shakespeare to life with a vibrancy they will 
never forget.

Next spring Nearly Lear plays in New York but you can see this brilliant show tonight at the 
Lonach Halls Strathdon, on Friday at Haddo House and on Saturday at Johnshaven Village 
Hall. 

Ends 
Roddy Phillips 

http://www.susannahamnett.com/
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