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A GLOW IN THE DARK. ADVENTUR

"You can't get this at the movies or on dvd....Darwin the dinosaur teaches us why
live theater will never go extinct." NEW YORK POST

"Its a wonderful hour of fantasy that combines ancient, wordless storytelling

with modern technology and music." LA TIMES
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Creators lan Carney and Corbin Popp
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The story begins with Professor Henslow, a famous scientist who has
magic powers. We find him in his workshop, putting his latest creation,
Darwin, together piece by piece. With a wave of Henslow’s magic wand,
Darwin is brought to life.

Darwin is much more than a pet—he is a dinosaur, a wild and primitive
creature. Though he learns to take his first steps from his creator, Darwin’s
animal instincts eventually take over and he succumbs to his predatory
nature.

Realizing that he is suddenly in danger, Professor Henslow cleverly
responds by making Darwin a heart, thereby creating in Darwin compassion
for other beings. Darwin is transformed and a lasting bond develops
between creator and beast.

Professor Henslow encourages Darwin to explore life beyond the workshop
and sends him off with fireflies to guide him through the night. Darwin
encounters many different types of creatures—Verla, the gangly ostrich;
Peche, the beautiful fish; and Brutus, the menacing red dinosaur to name a
few. From each experience, He learns something new about the world
around him.

In the end when Brutus threatens Professor Henslow, Darwin is forced to
make a decision. A decision that will alter his life forever and, ultimately,
lead him to discover the true meaning of love.
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Creators Ian Carney and Corbin Popp met while dancing in Twyla Tharp’s
Broadway show Movin' Out. An immediate connection was made as they
discovered their mutual love of art, theater and technology. After coming across a
product called EL wire, the lights tumed on. EL wire is a electroluminescent wire
that is powered by batteries. Unlike black light, this technology glows from within
and requires no outside source of power. The possibilities seemed endless.
Together with their wives Eleanor and Whitney they began to develop puppetry
based creatures that quickly gained personality.

They then relocated from New York, to Tan and Eleanor’s home in New
Orleans to continue the creative process. It was here, in the Katrina ravaged city
that the show began to take shape. The result, after years of engineering and
development is Darwin. Truly unique and visually dazzling, Darwin is an innovative
theatrical experience. Crayon-like creatures light up the stage in a heart-rending
tale of a dinosaur that discovers the true meaning of love. Originally created in
partnership with The Detroit Music Hall, Darwin has performed across the country
for enthusiastic audiences of all ages.
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IAN CARNEY: BORN IN PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE,
MR. CARNEY WAS RAISED IN NEW ORLEANS, LA., WHERE HE
BEGAN HIS TRAINING WITH HARVEY HYSELL AND DIANE
CARNEY. HE CONTINUED HIS STUDIES AS A SCHOLARSHIP
STUDENT WITH DAVID HOWARD IN NEW YORK AND DEVON
CARNEY OF THE BOSTON BALLET. MR. CARNEY GRADUATED
FROM TULANE UNIVERSITY WITH A BACHELOR OF ARTS IN
ENGLISH LITERATURE WHILE CONTINUING TO PERFORM
WITH BALLET HYSELL IN NEW ORLEANS. HE THEN JOINED
MONTGOMERY BALLET WITH HIS WIFE ELEANOR IN 1996.
HE HAS DANCED PRINCIPAL ROLES IN COPPELIA, THE
NUTCRACKER, SLEEPING BEAUTY, SCHEHERAZADE,
PETROUCHKA, AND LES SYLPHIDES TO NAME A FEW. HE
DANCED THE LEAD ROLL ON BROADWAY IN BILLY JOEL AND
TWYLA THARPS MUSICAL MOVIN' OUT FOR THREE YEARS
AND WAS ALSO THE DANCE CAPTAIN. MR CARNEY IS
CURRENTLY A GUEST ARTIST WITH YOUTH AMERICA GRAND
PRIX AND PERFORMS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES AS
DANCER, TEACHER AND CHOREOGRAPHER.

CORBIN POPP: FROM LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, SPARKED
INTEREST IN DANCE AT THE LINCOLN MIDWEST
BALLET COMPANY PAUSING TO PERSUE ACADEMICS,
GRADUATING WITH A BS IN BIOCHEMISTRY, MINOR
IN MATH AND PHYSICS, FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF
NEBRASKA AT LINCOLN (UNL)1999. IN 2000, HE
WAS A FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR LOCATED IN GERMANY.
HE BEGAN HIS PROFESSIONAL DANCE TRAINING
DURING HIS FINAL YEARS AT UNL, AND HAS SINCE
CONTINUED ON DANCING PROFESSIONALLY WITH THE
OMAHA THEATER COMPANY, THE SACRAMENTO
BALLET, COMPLEXIONS, BILLY JOEL’S MOVIN'OUT
ON BROADWAY AND MOST RECENTLY THE PHANTOM
OF THE OPERA ON BROADWAY.



Reviews

LA TIMES

Darwin: An Adventure for All Ages

Created, choreographed and directed by lan Carney and Corbin Popp

Kirk Douglas Theatre A Ma%-1c4h, 2009 (revdd 3/ 14m)

Loosening the grip that computer games and other technology -based entertainment

have on young attention spans could useReaentpye oOal ternating cu
Center Theatre Group jolted the effort forward with a P.L.A.Y. produ ction at the Kirk

Dougl as Theatre entitled oDar wi n: Almemald +dsoiginanye f or Al |l Ages.
production drew a couple of housefuls of Culver City kids and their handlers. And,

true to its claim, connected with the full span of viewers.

Creat ed, choreographed and directed by |l an Carney and Corbin F
technol ogically dazzl i ng Ivalsspmomdtes apprecamtionforoday dés ki ds rel i sh.
puppetry and movement, art forms that resonate best in live performance. However, because the onstage

characters appear to be mere | ight drawings, younger patrons

appreciating until the humans reveal themselves at curtain call.

6Darwiné creates a menagerie of fantastic figures from squig
dark Douglas stage. With a relationship reminiscent of Geppetto and Pinocchio and images recalling the

Main Street ElectricalPar ade, éDar wi ndé t-matureddinasaursdiscovenng tbefoutside g o o d

world. Assembled and nurtured by a lonely scientist, Darwin is soon sent out to experience life for

himself. His adventures will include escaping a carnivorous Tyrannosaurus, meeting a friendly pair of

longneck creatures, and a deepwater swim with the fishes, including a big bopper with sunglasses.

Eventually, overcome by worry and loneliness, the scientist goes looking for him and gets caught up in the

fun and danger.

Justifying naming the dinosaur after Charles Darwin, the biologist who proposed the theory of evolution, a

preeshow voiceover explains that he¢eod8ditecoverss tbHlhe evelutd iyonra
bright-red squiggle in the shape of a heart. The heart is passed from scientist to dinosaur to fish, etc.

leaving each bearer with a increasd peace, love and understanding.

Such a mix of science and creation might seem provocative in an age when schoolyards i like those the

play visited on its brief tour i are battlegrounds for curriculum challenges. Some now demand that a

religioussbased &é6Creationi smd get equal Stiimel ,wiitthé sDah awi ch 6tso Eivrod quit n
show asinspiredandwell-i nt ended @& sstéoiDrariwn@ up any controversy.

Instead, it is a wonderful hour of fantasy that combines ancient, wordless storytelling with modern
technology and music i both orchestralandpop. Fr om t he audi ence response, O0Darwin6é h
theater visits an easy sale i forallages. And t hat és evolution &mmmycul ture needs mor
nephews' post-show discussion, | can add one more rave: "Our favorite part was the light sabers."



BWW Reviews: CORBIAN Visual Arts and Dance
Production of DARWIN at Wash U.

CORBIAN Visual Arts and Dance is a unique group of individuals, led
by artistic directors lan Carney and Corbin Popp, who are committed

to bringing startling and engaging imagery to the stage. By utilizing
illuminated wiring, puppetry, and a troupe well versed in dance and
movement, they're able to bring their simple, but elegant sketches to
life. Their clever production Darwin played the Edison Theatre this past
weekend (May 8, 2010), and provided a large and receptive audience
with an eye-popping display of storytelling that's like nothing else
you've ever seen.

The plot is sort of a more benignjurassic Parktype tale, with a scientist
creating a green raptorlike critter, who he provides with a heart that
seems to tame his more base instincts. Though they form a bond, the
scientist reluctantly sends his creation off to find his place in the world.
Along the way, he egounters huge birds, fish, and a vicious red cousin.
Saddened at his loss, and wary of what might have become of him, the scientist ventures out to find his lost
charge. This leads to a climactic battle between red and green raptors that plays out with reotb both Star
Warsand The Matrix.

The performers carry off this action with tremendous skill and grace, easily captivating the audience, and
allowing them to become fully invested in the journey taking place. Each member is required to suit up in
black before being covered in whatever wiring is needed to conjure up the creature appearing on stage at the
time, so their anonymity is assured. But, they all possess the talent necessary to manipulate their bodies and
puppets in ways that make each of them seewbrantly alive and breathing.

Watching Darwin is an exhilarating experience, and a literal feast for the eyes and ears, with atmospheric
sound cues and music neatly syncing up to the movements to produce a complete picture. Corbian Visual
Arts and Danceis a force to be reckoned with, and it will be interesting to see how they evolve, especially with
the inevitable technological advances that will come over time.

| really enjoyed attending the Washington UniversityOvations! Seriesat the Edison Theatre his season,
because it gave me the opportunity to expose my young son to some of the most innovative and imaginative
theatrical companies from around the globe. He was able to experience the thrills of a wontdass clown
(Jamie Adkins' Circus Incognitug, some supefcool percussion from musicians who build their own
instruments (ScrapArtsMusig, and the striking visual artistry of CORBIAN Visual Arts and Dance Darwin).

by Chris  Gibson


http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Ian_Carney/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Corbin_Popp/
http://stlouis.broadwayworld.com/
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GOOD IDEA

Dinosaurs at the Deutsche Theater
To bring light into the dark. That can either béesing or incredibly

beautiful. Both are true for the American lighth ow A Dar wi n t h
Dinosaur o in the Deutsche Th-eater:
made of glowng wire - whirl over the stage. It is sobering when the

spotlight reveals skeletons full of tech after the show. The dance theatre
which can be seen until the beginning of August is definitely an ad

venture. That is mostly because of the visual origymal Corbin

Popp’s and lan Carney’s concept. Six artists with classic ballet

background control figuresconsisting of glowing flexible wire with

their bodes. The dancers submerge into the total darkness of the stage

but the puppets come to life. Thelentist Préessor Henslow creates

Darwin the dinosaur. He gives a heart to the wild beast and brings it to

life. Consejuently Darwin starts travelling to discover the world and to

have adventures. Finally he has to fight against the evil dinosawsBrut

to save his creator. All that is aesthetical to look at and plays skillfully
provided with music, with the audiences perception. Tipeiment

technique meets dance succeeded here.






