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?o most people, jazz;Hop, funk, and classical are musical genres.
But to revolutionary music group Black Violin; they're nothing but
ingredients.

Combining a daunting array of musical styles and influences to
produce a signature sound that is teatngestro, not quite emcee,

this group of two classically trained violinists and their DJ is redefining
the music woite string at a time. With influences ranging from
Shostakovich and Bach to Nas aiZd B#gck Violin breaks all the

rules, blendirtige classical with the modern to create something rare

a sound that nobody has ever heard, but that everybody wants to feel.

When the members of Black Violin first learned to play their signaturaNindBranémts

viola 14 years old and Kev M#reusolin at the tender age okfiher could have foreseen

that it would become their livelihood, though it was already becoming their passion. The two Flo
natives first met while attending the Dillard High School of Performing Artdalel-art Laude
school whose exceptional music programs served to nurture their already budding talents.

But it was not until the two were exposed to the work of legendary violinist Stuff Smith that t
seeds that would one day become Black Violin wen&ettulgrpitn, born in Portsmouth, Ohio

in 1909, was one of preeminent jazz violinists of the swing era, who went onto perform with nar
like Alphonse Trent, Coleman Hawkins, Charlie Parker, Dizzy Gillespie and Sun Ra throughot
long and storied carees. fldal aloum and most soulful, entitled "Black Violin," so inspired and
influenced the young Kev Marcus and Wil B that they would eventually name their band in honc
the man who had shown them that there were no limits to what the violin could do.

Ater graduating from high school, both Wil and Kev were granted full music scholarships
college, Florida State and Florida International University respectively. It was at FIU that Kev {
encountered the group's future manager, Sam G, with whgihso®mifiormed a production
company: DKNEX. Now they had a platform for their dream, and the talent and inspiration to b
it up. Black Violin was born.

Once formed, the group wasted no time in making atmemmetéoting with the rigorous

touring that would become a trademark of the group. Black Violin was making ripples in the mu
industry, but it wasn't long before these ripples became waves. In 2004, the group joined super:
Alicia Keys on stage at the Billboard Music awardygy defpegformance that made the
tastemakers and music enthusiasts of America sit up and take notice. Not long after, in 2005,
group was awarded the coveted Atleloiegend by the esteemed Apollo theatre in Harlem,
effectively confirming what wang beginning to suspd&tack Violin was on its way to the

top.

The next step in BV's journey came in the form of Mike Shinoda, lead singer of legendary rock
Linkin Park, who had had his eye on the two virtuosos for a while. Impresggdabyeheir im
composition and finely tuned musicianship, he invited them along on a world-tep with his hip
side projecfort Minor Finally granted the worldwide platform their talents deserved, the
members of Black Violin now introduced their ogfrgbransl to audiences across the globe.
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In addition to Shinoda, BV has worked with musicians as diverse as P.Diddy, Kanye West, F
Cent, Aerosmith, Tom Petty, Aretha Franklin and tam&aglesiny others.

Black Violin is only getting startezlgroup recently released its eponymous debua album
record whose toptch production and musical cohesion make it feel like the work of seasoned
veterans rather than industry upstarts, as many patrons of the iTunes store and Amazon.com
discoveng for themselves. The group continues to tour far and wide, opening for hip hog
mainstays like Fat Joe, Akon, and thang/(Clan in locations as diverse, as Prague, Dubai,

and South Africa.

But beyond all the glitz and glamour, the members of Black Violin just want to give children i
sane opportunities that they had. With school music programs being culled all across the count
KevMarcusand WiB are concerned that urban youth will not have the benefit of music as a
positive alternative to other, more destructive pursuits. With tiney inaveneibarked upon

a campaign of social changgng youth orchestras and reinvigorated music programs to show
children and teens that they are capable of expressing themselves in ways they have nev
dreamedIn an age where music is coming toebandanore defined by the labels given to it,

Black Violin shows that music does not exist within a box, but rather exists Hoa@ather space
open and unrestrained as the minds that produce it.

Black Violi® DrummeBEATDOWN

Profile At the age of I8rmaindBeatdow@McQueestartinglayinghe club scene of New
York City with legendary and prominent muSaiays as a result of his hard work and natural
talentsBeatdown is often referred to &sathleDrumn@becauseverything he plays comes
straight from his helsdt only an accomplished mudit@ueers also an aspiring producer.
He is fast becoming known as one of the best Hip Hop drummen® odefiratety helping

to introduce live instrumentation into the world afidgicHop

RecordingsSpooksLive, Every Little Thing, Blu§derthere and Selerustitled.

InfluencesJeff Davis, GeraldyM/ard, Dennis Chambers, Dave West,
Gene Lake, Chris Daddy Dave, Nat Townsley and Chad Smith.

Tours Jermaine is currently touring with ForamdirBlack Viollde
has #0 toured with Spooks, Soul IV Real and Al B. Sure.

Advice to Aspiring Musician®on't fear yoets Embracehange
and things that are different.”

Favorite Movi€ffice Space




