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SOUTH FLORIDA ARTISTS 
REACH NEW HEIGHTS 

 
Black Violin, 2005 Apollo Theater winners, featured on hit CBS television show. 

 
(Miami, FL.) October 2006.  Every week, fans of the hit show CSI: New 
York look forward to watching a team of dedicated experts solve 
homicides in the city that never sleeps.  Next week, Black Violin 
members Wil-B and Kevin Marcus, make a musical appearance on CSI: 
New York, Wednesday, November 1st, 2006.  
 
Black Violin is an ingenious duo best known for their fusion of classical 
music and hip hop. Wil-B and Kevin Marcus, both South Florida natives, 
got their big break in the industry after winning at the well-renowned 
Showtime at the Apollo in 2005. Throughout the episode, pay careful 
attention to the sounds of Missy Elliot’s 2005 hit “Lose Control”, which 
was re-made by Black Violin.  Viewers tuned in to next weeks episode 
will also hear, released for the first time, an original song composed by 
Black Violin, called Madame Butterfly. The Miami duo’s appearance on 
the show is sure to captivate CSI’s audience and display their attraction 
to preserving the arts for our future.  

 
Be sure to watch Black Violin on CSI: New York-Murder Sings the Blues next 
Wednesday, November 1st, 2006 at 10 p.m. et/pt.   
 
About Black Violin: 
Black Violin’s creative sounds have caught the attention of A-list heavyweights in the 
entertainment industry. They have toured internationally with Fort Minor’s Mike 
Shinoda, performed at the NFL Kick off party with Sean “Diddy” Combs, performed 
at the 2004 Billboards Awards with Alicia Keys on her single “Karma”. The group has 
shared the stage with hit artists who include: Stevie Nicks, The Eagles, Nas, Kayne 
West, Fat Joe, Lil Wayne, Linkin Park, and Ludacris. Look forward to hearing Black 
Violin on the upcoming albums for Brooke Hogan, Jessica Simpson, Paris Hilton, and 
Jean a Latin musician on the Sony International Label.   
 
 For More Info on Black Violin Contact,   

Sam G Management at 786-586-3476 or visit www.blackviolin.net 
 

Black Violin & DIDDY “Play Now “-http://soundcheck.walmart.com/diddy.html 
Black Violin on the Road- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xIa16W1Tcx8 

Fort Minor and Black Violin- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PxNNR4symuE 

    
### 
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Biography                  
KEVIN M SYLVESTER VIOLINIST  

KNOWN AS “KEV MARCUS” 
    &              

WILNER BAPTISTE VIOLIST 
 KNOWN AS WIL-B  “SIMPLY SICK” 

 
“We make it a show and give it a theater.  We’re speaking with the violins and not with our 
mouths.”  These are the words of the classically trained, three- time Apollo winning duo “Black 
Violin” whose rhythms leave listeners completely mesmerized in a “hypnotically hyped state.”  
Kev Marcus and Wil-B make up this dynamic “violin- stroking duo” that has skillfully  
revolutionized a new category of classical music with the combination of many genres of music 
and sounds that have been taking the music industry by storm. Armed with an innate passion 
for their craft, Kev Marcus and Wil-B have been friends since middle school.   
 
Wil-B “Simply Sick” age 23, attended Dillard High School of Performing Arts,  and joined the 
school band where he played the saxophone.  At the age of 13 he was mistakenly put in the 
strings section of the band.  But as luck would have it he mastered and grew to love it. He has 
participated with local pop orchestras such as the Young Artist Contemporary Orchestra in 
Palm Beach, Florida.  Not only is this young man talented on the violin but he also can sings, 
plays the piano, drums, trumpet and the bass guitar.  His  influences include  some well-known 
musical artists such as Stevie Wonder, Chaka Khan, AZ, Jill Scott, Talib Kweli and Ludacris. 
 
The second master of this unique duo, Kev Marcus, age 23,  also attended Dillard High School 
of Performing Arts. He was encouraged by his mother and teachers at the age of nine to began 
playing the violin.  From there he grew so intrigued by it that he couldn’t let it go.  He also  
began to participate with the local pop orchestras, the Miami Symphony and was also a s 
emi-finalist in the Sphinx National Competition for Blacks and Latino’s in 2000.  His musical 
artist influences are of the past great pioneers of music, such as Herbie Hancock, George 
 Benson, Mozart, Bach, Beethoven, Nat King Cole and some of today’s artists such as  Mos Def, 
Notorious BIG and  Tupac Shakur. 
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Biography Pg 2.  
 
After high school the two enrolled at the Florida State University. There they met their  
manager Sam G and co-founded the musical production company  DKNEX which stands for  
Di Versatile Music.  Since the inception of this company the group have travel world wide,  
produce for various international and local musicians as well as completed sound scores for 
movies trailers, featured films, commercials , radio ads many others.  
 
 Their groups name, “Black Violin” derived of the influence of a famous Jazz pre-bop violinist, 
named Stuff Smith, who was critical to the bebop movement, although his own style repre-
sented a transition between swing and bebop. He was credited as being the first violinist to use 
electric amplification techniques on a violin.  And his last album before he past on was entitled 
“Black Violin.”    
 
 On May 27th 2004 “Black Violin” captivated the audience in Harlem with a show of intensity 
and celebration thus being awarded the tile “Showtime at the Apollo Legends” . With their 
steady rise of notoriety, They have performed at the 2004 Billboards Awards with Alicia Keys 
on her single "Karma", toured internationally with Fort Minor's Mike Shinoda, performed at 
the NFL Kick off party with Sean "Diddy" Combs, and has shared stages with hit artists who 
include: Stevie Nicks, The Eagles, Nas, Kayne West, Fat Joe, Lil Wayne, Linkin Park, 
Aerosmith, 50 Cent, Lloyd Banks, Fabolous, Ciara, Tony Touch, Iconz, Wreckonize and 
Ludacris. Also they have performed on various albums for artist such as Brooke Hogan,  
Jessica Simpson, Paris Hilton, Lil Kim, Bone Crusher, Bad New Brown, and Jean a 
Latin musician on the Sony International Label.   
 
There musical/media coverage includes  “Thank God its Friday Comedy Tour”, “Good 
Morning Chicago”, “Fox News In the Morning”, “BET black Film Festival”, and “Jax 
Live ESPN” “CBS, News” ,”and recently on “CSI: New York -Murder Sings the Blues” 
where they performed  Missy Elliot's 2005 hit " Lose Control" and also arranged and compose an 
original piece of  Madame Butterfly. With venues ranging from middle schools, high schools,  
colleges, arenas, theaters, performing arts center, and Bar Mitzvah’s. Along with their DJ, djtk, 
Black Violin is ready to give the world a diverse selection of music. With an incredible live show, 
top-notch production, and a broad demographic of fans, Black Violin has the credentials to 
shock the music world for a long time. 





 
 

Black Violin Performance Tour Dates  
 

07-07-2004 South Beach, FL The Iverson Birthday Bash 

Live at Teasers 

08-15-2004 South Beach, FL Timberland Birthday Bash 

Live at Butterfly, 

08-25-2004 Miami, FL Maverick Entertainment Film 

Festival VIP after party, 

08-27-2004 Miami, FL BET Films,  

09-20-2004 Chicago, IL Live in Chicago sponsored by 

FOKUS Apparel  

09-28-2004 NYC Apollo Productions  

11-15-2004 LA, CA Vibe Awards  

12-08-2004 Las Vegas, NV Billboards Awards, 

12-30-2004 Chicago, IL  2005 New Years Eve Party 

w/Tommy Z Productions  Black Violins Featuring Keith 

Harris of the Black Eyed Peas.  

02-05-2005 Jacksonville, FL JaxLive 2005 Super Bowl Co-

host /Alicia Keys 

02-12-2005 Miami, FL Valentine’s Day Show Artist 

Showcase 

02-20-2005 Miami, FL Black Violin Publicity Show 

Caribbean Night 

03-04-2005 Jacksonville, FL UNF Lloyd Banks and 

Lil Wayne  

03-17-2005 Black Violin perform at Club State with Royal 

Dollar Records New Artist PM  -Publicity 

03-25-2005 Charlotte, NC Black Violin Opens “Friday 

After Next Comedy Tour”  

04-15-2005 Miami, FL Black Violin Performance at Dillard 

High School- Publicity   

04-21-2005 Oneonta, NY Hardwick College w Lloyd 

Banks      

 

 

 

 

04-22-2005 NYC BBFSB Awards Show honoring LL Cool 

J, John Legend and many more 

04-23-2005 UCONN Opening for NAS and Fabulous      

04-24-2005 Boston Mass Wellesley College Opening for 

Ludacris     

04-29-2005 SUNY, Binghamton University  

04-30-2005 SUNY Fredonia, NY performing with Rock 

Acts Stroke Nine     

05-01-2005 New Jersey, NJ Rutgers University Opening 

for Lil Scrappy 

05-17-2005 Miami, FL NBC Interview with Performance 

05-27-2005 Miami, FL TRI*Miami Grand Opening 

Performance-Publicity  

05-28-2005 Apollo Airing Final with Black Violin  

                    “Crowned Apollo Legend 2005”      

06-01-2005 Deco Drive Fox Miami Live Performance –

Publicity 

06-03-2005 Miami, FL Black Violin Live in Mansion on 

South Beach  

06-10-2005 Miami, FL Crockett Foundation Celebrity 

Golf Tournament  

06-12-2005 Miami FL Live Performance at The South 

Florida Black Journalists 

                     Association Gala, Trump Hotel  

06-24-2005 Baltimore, MD J Walker Celebrity 

Weekend      

07-15-2005 Miami, FL Black Violin Opens Russell 

Simmons Hip-Hop Summit  

07-16-2005 South Beach, FL Black Violin performance at 

ABFF Awards Show 

 

 





07-29-2005 Miami, FL Black Violin Opening for Redman & 

Method Man at Revolutions  

08-03-2005 Atlanta, GA Black Violin Live at the NABJ Jams  

                     (National Associations of Black Journalist) 

08-28-2005 Miami, FL VMA Weekend Black Violin 

Headliner at Oxygen Lounge  

09-02-2005 Birmingham, Alabama ESPN Event Battle 

of the Bands 

09-29-2005 through 10-02-2005  

               NACA South Regional Conference Showcase 

Main Stage  Chattanooga, TN 

09-30-2005 Ontario, Canada Black Violin Headliner Show 

at le Skratch 2000   

10-01-2005 Ontario, Canada Black Violin Performance at 

Music Festival  

10-02-2005 Montréal, Canada Black Violin Performance at 

Musical Theater  

10-06-2005 through 10-09-2005 

NACA Mid Atlantic Regional Conference 

Showcase Spotlight Stage Lancaster, PA 

10-14-2005 Album, MA Black Violin Headlines at Bates 

College       

10-15-2005 Washington, DC Black Violin performance at 

NABJ Awards Gala   (National Associations of Black 

Journalist) 

10-20-2005 through 10-23-2005 

 NACA Mid America Regional Conference 

Showcase Main Stage Grand Rapids, MI

  11-18-2005 NACA Northeast Regional Conference Showcase Main Stage  

         Marlborough, MA 

 

 

Black Violin Featured on Fort Minor Tour w/ 
Lead Singer Mike Shonida of Linkin Park,  

Tour Location (California, Tokyo, London, 

Hamburg, Paris, & NYC) 

 
October 24, 2005 Through November 

24,2005 

Sat. Jan 28 Black Violin performing live w/Fort Minor 
@ Quest Club, Minneapolis, MN 

 

Sun. Jan 29 Black Violin performing live w/Fort Minor 
@ House of Blues, Chicago, IL 

 

   
Mon. Jan 
30 

Black Violin performing live @ the 
University of North Carolina 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    
Tues. Jan 
31 

Black Violin performing live w/Fort Minor 
@ Clutch Cargo, Pontac, MI 

 

   
Wed. Feb 
1 

Black Violin performing live w/Fort Minor 
Phoenix Concert Center, Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada 

 

   

 

 



 
Thur. Feb 
2  

Black Violin performing live @ Tufts 
University, Medford, MA 

 

   
Fri. Feb 3  Black Violin performing live w/Fort Minor 

@ Avalon Ballroom, Boston, MA 
 

   
Sat. Feb 4 Black Violin performing live w/Fort Minor 

@ Lupos, Providence, RI 
 

   
Mon. Feb 
6 

Black Violin performing live w/Fort Minor 
@ Nokia Theater Times Square, New      
York, NY 

 

   
Tues. Feb 
7 

Black Violin performing live w/Fort Minor 
@ Nation, Washington, DC 

 

   
Thur. Feb 
9 

Black Violin performing live w/Fort Minor 
@ Roxy Theatre, Atlanta, GA 

 

    
Tues. Feb 
14  

Black Violin performing live @ Rowan 
University Glassboro, NJ 

 

    
Thur. Feb 
16  

Black Violin performing live @ The 
Fashion Institute Of Technology, New 
York, NY  

 

    
Mon. Feb 
20 

Black Violin has made it to the NACA 
Nationals Showcase in Boston, MA 

 

   
Fri. Feb 24 Black Violin performing live w/Fort Minor 

@ Taipei Soccer Stadium, Taiwan, TW 
 

    
Sun. Feb 
26  

Black Violin performing live w/Fort Minor 
@ Aktive Square, Bangkok, Nonthaburi, 
TH 

 

    
Tues. Feb 
28  

Black Violin performing live w/Fort Minor 
@ Bukit Kiara Indoor Venue, Kuala 
Lumpur, MY 

 

    
Wed. Mar 
1  

Black Violin performing live w/Fort Minor 
@ Singapore Indoor Stadium, Singapore, 
SG 

 

    
Fri. Mar 3  Black Violin performing live w/Fort Minor 

@ The Arena Fortitude Valley, Brisbane, 
AU 

 

    
Sat. Mar 4  Black Violin performing live w/Fort Minor 

@ Enmore Theatre, Newtown, Sydney, 
AU 

 

    
Sun. Mar 5 Black Violin performing live w/Fort Minor 

@ The Palace, St Kilda, Melbourne, AU 
 

    
Tues. Mar 
7  

Black Violin performing live w/Fort Minor 
@ The St James Theatre, Auckland, NZ 

 

    
Mon. Mar 
13th -15th  

Black Violin performing live @ The 
Brooklyn Center, Brooklyn, NY 

 

Thur. Mar 
16th   

Black Violin performing live @ Furman 
University, Greenville, SC 

 

   
Sat. Mar 
18th   

Black Violin Live Guest Appearance @ 
The Moody Blues Grand Opening 
Phoenix, AZ  
 

 

Thur. Mar 
23rd  

Thur Mar 
23rd 

Black Violin Live @ Parkway Middle 
School Ft. Lauderdale, FL  

Black Violin Live w/Nestor Torres  @ 
Miami Norland Middle School Miami, FL  
 

 

 Sat. Mar 
25th  

Mon. Mar 
27th  

Black Violin Live @ Jazz in the Garden 
Dolphin Stadium Miami, FL  

Black Violin performing live @ Slippery 
Rock University, Slippery Rock , PA 
 

 

Tues. Mar 
29th  

Fri. Mar 
31st  

Black Violin performing live @ Oakland 
University, Rochester MI 

Black Violin performing live @ Eastern 
CT. University, Willmantic, CT 

 

Thur. Apr 
6 

Black Violin performing live @ the 
University of South Carolina in 
Spartanburg, SC 

 

Fri. Apr 7 Black Violin performing live @ Mississippi 
University for Women in Columbus, MS 

 

Sat. Apr 8 Black Violin performing live @ St. Mary 
College Charlottesville, VA 

 

Sat. Apr 
14 

Black Violin performing live @ Welsely 
University Boston, MA 

 

Sat. Apr 
22 

Black Violin performing live @ Ferris 
State University in Big Rapids, MI 

 

Fri. Apr 28 Black Violin performing live @ Georgia 
State University in Atlanta, GA 

 

Sat. Apr 
29 

Black Violin performing live @ Hartford 
CT University in  New Britten, CT 
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Black Violin will be featured
on Showtime at the Apollo
at 11 tonight on WBFS-Ch.
33. Check out 
http://www.blackviolin.net/.

Kev Marcus and Wil-B will
also appear at the Hard 
Rock Cafe in Miami on June
10. 

MOST E-MAILED
(last 24 hours)

1. The Cove's Hot Cheese
and Crab Dip

2. It's Not a Bubble Until It
Bursts

3. 64-year-old woman kills
intruder who broke into 
her home

4. Eagle Scout honors war
dead by erecting flagpole 
at park

5. Feds continue to hold
West Boca doctor on 
terror charges

See the complete list ... 

Subscribe today to the
Sun-Sentinel
and find out how to get 
one week extra!
Click here or call
1-877-READ-SUN.
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S. Florida teen fiddlers put classical spin on
urban pop

By Lawrence A. Johnson 
Classical Music Writer 
Posted May 28 2005 

From Dillard High School to the Apollo 
Theater, Kev Marcus and Wil-B have
taken their classical training to the 
urban pop world.

Calling themselves Black Violin, the 
two friends and South Florida natives
have mined their local classical 
training to bring an urban flavor to the
classical violin.

The duo has opened for Alicia Keys at
the 2004 Billboard Awards, performed 
at the Second Vibe Awards, and
shared the stage with such artists as 
LL Cool J, Nas and Lil' Wayne.

"Our style is about taking classical,
which is not mainstream, and 
converting it into the mainstream,"
Marcus says. The style of pioneering 
pop and Motown artists is also felt.
"Most of my influences go way back to 
the 1970s with people like Al Green
and Marvin Gaye," adds Wil-B. He also
finds inspiration with the style and 
recordings of the pioneering jazz
violinist Stuff Smith.

Tonight on UPN's Showtime at the 
Apollo, the duo will serve up music of
Michael Jackson as well as Notorious 
B.I.G. and other pop stars, yet
providing the music with their own 
offbeat two-violin instrumental twist.
"It's like we're bringing our flavor up 
to Harlem basically," Marcus says.
"We take things that people would 
know and we flip them around.

"When you listen, whether you're from the classical world or the
hip-hop or pop world, you can still relate to it no matter which
part of the spectrum you're on."

CareerBuilder

COLUMNISTS

Ralph De La Cruz
LIFESTYLE COLUMNIST





 
 
THREE-TIME, APOLLO WINNING DUO, BLACK VIOLIN, PERFORMS EXCLUSIVELY 
FOR BROOKLYN CENTER’S SCHOOLTIME SERIES! – MARCH 14 & 15 AT 11AM 
 
On Tuesday, March 14, 2006 & Wednesday, March 15, 2006 at 11am, Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts’ SchoolTime Series continues with three time Showtime at the Apollo Champions, Black 

Violin featuring DJ TK “Lethal Weapon”.  A dynamic "violin-strolling duo", Black Violin, features classically 

trained violinist’s Kev Marcus and Wil-B.  Speaking with violins and not their mouths, Black Violin leaves 

listeners completely mesmerized in a “hypnotically hyped state”, skillfully revolutionizing a new category of 

classical music with the combination of many genres of music and sounds. 

 

Since its debut, Black Violin has played to standing ovation crowds nationwide and worked with artists such as 

Nas, Lloyd Banks and R&B songstress Alicia Keys, accompanying her at the 2004 Billboard Awards and 

featured in her latest video Every Little Bit Hurts.  They have also performed on ABC’s Jimmy Kimmel Live, 

NBC’s Carson Daly Show, Good Morning Chicago, BET Black Film Festival, Jax Live ESPN and NBC’s The 

Tonight Show with Jay Leno.  Currently Black Violin is on tour with Linkin Park's lead MC, Mike Shinoda, 

featuring his much awaited debut solo album, The Rising Tide under the group name Fort Minor. 

Friends since middle school, Kev Marcus and Wil-B both attended Dillard High School for the Performing Arts 

in Florida.  Wil-B joined the school band where he played the saxophone. At the age of 13 he was mistakenly 

put in the strings section of the band where he grew to love and master the instruments.  Wil-B has performed 

with a variety of pop orchestras including the Young Artist Contemporary Orchestra (Palm Beach, Florida).  

Wil-B is also a singer, pianist and bass guitarist, his musical inspirations include Stevie Wonder, Chaka Khan, 

AZ, Jill Scott, Talib Kwali and Ludacris. 

Kev Marcus began playing the violin at the age of nine. He has performed with a variety of pop orchestras 

including the Miami Symphony, and was also a semi-finalist in the Sphinx National Competition for Blacks and 

Latinos in 2000.  His musical influences are Herbie Hancock, George Benson, Mozart, Bach, Beethoven, Nat 

King Cole, Mos Def and Tupac Shakur. 

The Vision of the Arts Education Program at Brooklyn Center for the Performing Arts is to present 

programming reflective of Brooklyn’s diverse cultures for Brooklyn students of all ages at affordable prices that 

is educationally, socially, and artistically relevant.  Brooklyn Center is able to serve large numbers of 

schoolchildren through the popularity of its quality programs and subsidized $5 ticket price. 

 

PERFORMANCE SUMMARY 

Black Violin at Brooklyn Center for the Performing Arts 

Tuesday, March 14 at 11am   
Wednesday, March 15 at 11am  
To order tickets call (718) 951-4600x25   
Students $5 in advance and $6 at the door.  Teachers: one complimentary ticket for every 15 student tickets purchased.  
Performance closed to the general public.  
 
Walt Whitman Theatre on the campus of Brooklyn College (one block from junction of Flatbush & Nostrand 
Avenues)  
  
Brooklyn Center’s 2005-2006 SchoolTime Series is generously supported in part by Independence Community 

Foundation, Citigroup Foundation and the Lila Acheson Wallace Theatre Fund.  SchoolTime receives public funds through 

New York City Department of Cultural Affairs and the Brooklyn delegation of the New York City Council.  

                                          MEDIA CONTACT   
 Rhea Smith, Marketing & PR Manager, 718/951.4600 ext 26 
                 Andrew Johnson, Marketing & PR Director, ext 22 

             FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
                                        January 30, 2006 




